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19 November 2010

The Schoolhouse®

The Schoolhouse Fellowships

The Schoolhouse awards fellowships to outstanding individuals who are established artists, scholars, or
professionals. The fellowships provide 30 day residencies with lodging and meals for the fellow and a life
partner here at the Great Wall. The purpose is to provide a low key environment for fellows to create and
think. Each fellow is expected to work on a project of some sort (e.g. creating works of art or participating
in a seminar on an agreed topic). Fellows are asked to offer a public lecture or exhibition on an agreed
topic/theme. We hope and expect that the fellows will broadly contribute to social, economic, or ecological

sustainability.

We welcome proposals for fellowships. The number of fellowships awarded varies from year to year and
we reserve the sole right to accept or decline proposals as well as to change or modify the fellowships at
will. Please contact jim.spear@chinaboundltd.com if you are interested in a fellowship or would like to
suggest a worthy recipient.

Schoolhouse Fellows

September 2011
Sarah Brayer

April 2011
Mindi Schneider

September 2010
Gregory Burns

June 2010
Timothy Cheek
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The Schoolhouse®

Timothy Cheek

Schoolhouse Fellow June 2010

Historian Timothy Cheek is Professor and Louis Cha Professor in Chinese
Research at the Institute of Asian Research at the University of British Columbia,
editor of Pacific Affairs, and a distinguished scholar of modern China. Learn more
about Professor Cheek here:

www.iar.ubc.cal/introduction/cheek.html

During his Fellowship Professor Cheek staged a peri-academic workshop entitled
"1:5 % - Intellectuals and the Land in Modern China." Cheek brought together
academics, writers, and journalists from the United States, Canada, China, Hong
Kong, and Australia for two days of lively and insightful discussion. Click here to
read the workshop's summary, and click here to read about Friday's session -
including a panel introduction - and here to read about Saturday's session -
including panel papers.

Professor Cheek concluded his fellowship with an engaging talk on the Afterlives
of Chairman Mao. Download the text of this public lecture.
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The Schoolhouse®

Gregory Burns

Schoolhouse Fellow September 2010
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Mr. Burns is an internationally acclaimed artist and his paintings hang in numerous
corporate and private collections including those of P & G, Clifford Chance and Bill
Clinton. Gregory holds an undergraduate degree in Communications Studies from the
University of California and a Master of Fine Art from the Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology. Learn more about Mr. Burns here:

WWWw.gregoryburns.com

During his residency, Mr. Burns spent the month of September 2010 gathering
inspiration for his art from the Great Wall and surrounding Mutianyu Village. His "Made
at Mutianyu" series was exhibited in the Art Room on the afternoon of 25 September.

Click here to read a description of his collection.

See a video record of Gregory's residency at The Schoolhouse and watch him creating
his wonderful images
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Mindi Schneider

Schoolhouse Fellow April 2011

Mindi Schneider is a political sociologist who is a doctoral student at Cornell University.
During her residency at The Schoolhouse she will be working on her dissertation.

Here is Ms. Schneider’s own description of her background and research aims:

I've been working in agriculture for about 15 years, first with my BS in Horticulture and
subsequent jobs in the field, and then in my graduate work. | did an MS in Agronomy with a
focus on Agroecology, and my thesis was a study of "Local Foods and Land Ethics". It was one
part feasibility study to see what the opportunities and challenges were for establishing more
local food production and consumption in an urbanizing county in eastern Nebraska (my home
state), and one part survey of links between different paradigms about human-nature relations
and forms of agricultural production.

I then shifted focus to studying agricultural issues through the lenses of political economy and
sociology at the PhD level, and to working on agricultural development in China. | spent a year
in an intensive Mandarin program both at Cornell and at Beida to get my language to an
intermediate/advanced level, and I've been in China for close to 2 years altogether.





I'm currently working on a Fulbright Hays fellowship while | conduct research for my
dissertation. The project has two main goals. First, | want to understand the political and
economic context within which the swine sector in particular is being restructured. For this, |
spent 5 months in Beijing where | interviewed policy experts in various universities, bureaus,
and organizations. | have continued to work on this question, looking at policies and markets in
pig genetics, pig feed, and pig production models and technologies.

Two themes that run through my analysis is the role of agribusiness (domestic, foreign, and
transnational) and market logics in shaping China's emerging model of agricultural development,
and the social and ecological implications of the new model. My second goal is to assess the
opportunities, challenges, and needs of small-holder farmers in the wake of the
commercialization and industrialization of pig farming.

I am currently in Chengdu, working through the Sichuan Agricultural University to get at these
questions. I've spent time in villages with smallholders to try to better understand their
production systems, their livelihoods, and the changes and displacements that are taking

place. I'm currently in the thick of this part of the study, and when 1 finish, hope to contribute an
empirically grounded account of contemporary agrarian change that can be useful to researchers
and policy makers.






The Schoolhouse”

Sarah Brayer

Schoolhouse Fellow September 2011

Sarah Brayer is internationally known for her poured washi paperworks and aquatint prints. Drawn to
Japanese art through raku-style ceramics and the color aquatints of Mary Cassatt, she studied Japanese
woodblock printing with Yoshida Toshi (1911-1996), the son of influential artist Yoshida Hiroshi. In 1986
she opened her own print studio in an old kimono weaving factory in northern Kyoto.

Brayer’s art is in the collections of the British Museum, the Sackler Gallery of the Smithsonian, the
Newark Public Library and the American Embassy, Tokyo. In 2007, she was selected as the first non-
Japanese woman cover artist for the prestigious CWAJ Contemporary Print Show in Tokyo,

Brayer first encountered poured washi-the technique she soon adopted -during a visit to Dieu Donne
Papermill in New York City in 1986. This somewhat unpredictable, yet painterly technique seemed a
perfect blend of chance and design, led her to the ancient Japanese paper center of Echizen to
experiment with large-scale poured-paper images. Her largest work to date is Katsura Squares, a 42 ft. —
long washi mural installed at Ozumo restaurant in Oakland, CA (2008). In 1992 she was the first artist
ever invited to exhibit at Byodoin Temple, a World heritage site dating from the Heian period, as part of
Kyoto's 1200-year celebration.

Residing in Kyoto since 1980, Sarah Brayer divides her working time among Kyoto, Imadate ( Echizen in
Fukui pref.) and New York City.

Learn more about Ms. Brayer and her art at sarahbrayer.com.
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David Wagner

Schoolhouse Fellow June 2012

David Wagner received his BFA from the Univ. of Minn in 1980 and has been working since in
the generation, design, fabrication and installation of large scale architectural art projects
throughout the US and Asia. He spent 10 years in Singapore, completing many public art works
in SE Asia. Since returning to the US in 1999, he has concentrated on working with architects
and contemporary artists to produce large scale public art, specializing in glass and steel. He
provides the generation, modeling, architect liason, engineering, fabrication, and installation of
public artwork in collaboration with a wide range of artists, typically working within the artist
team format.

David has designed and produced large scale art glass work now installed in a number of
locations in China, including Beijing, Shenzhen, Guangzhou, Hong Kong, and Shanghai. Most
of this work is elaborately painted and fired flat glass. He will be producing at least one large
project during his residency at The Schoolhouse.

For more information please visit www.glassblade.net.
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